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Student life at Dordt

Dordt students then and now: some things change
Angela Struyk ('88)

Paging
through Dordt
yearbooks from ten, twenty, and
even thirty years ago, one quickly
notices how styles have changed.
Hairstyles have been piled high
on top in extravagant bouffants;
men's hair and beards have
reached far below the neckline;
glasses have been thick-rimmed,

horn-rimmed, and wire-rimmed;
skirt lengths have gone up and
down. But upon inspection of
those smiling faces one wonders
what was going on in these
students' minds at that time. What

were their concerns and how was
their college experience different
than it is for students in the '90s?
A number of professors at

Dordt were students or faculty
during the '60s when the campus
was much smaller and student
concerns were somewhat different than they are today. The
Vietnam War weighed heavily on
the minds of possible draftees and
others. "Many were facing a
crisis of conscience, ,. Dr. Mike
Vanden Bosch remembers,
"whether
they should go to
Canada or stay in the states." A
first-year professor in 1968,
Vanden Bosch says many English
101 essays dealt with issues of
war. "I remember once students
were going to have a project
thank-you to thank those who
were serving. But those who were
against the war were going to
hold a counter rally. Even among
the faculty there was division."
"In my class there were guys
working hard to stay in school
because otherwise they might be
in Nam," Professor Lorna Van
Gilst says. A student in the late
'60s she remembered that presem students had more of a
chance of being chosen for duty
(as army chaplain) than did
teachers.
Other campus issues in the '60s
dealt with the dress code and
whether
men-faculty
or
students-should
be allowed to
wear beards. Ron Rynders, cur-

rent director of the career center
at Dordt, recalls that men were
not allowed to wear blue jeans to
class, and women could only

wear pants if the wind chill fac-

tor was at zero degrees or lower.
When Dr. Len Rhoda came to
Dordt in 1970, students were facing new required courses. "I can
remember students voicing their
opinions about General Ed. requirements. It seemed like there
was a real desire on the part of
the students to have a voiceStudent
Forum and having
students on committees came out
of this time," Rhoda says.
Social activities have changed
over the years as. well. "I think
students are more dependent on
movies and ready-made things,"
Professor Joanne Alberda says,
commenting on students today:
"Students are less likely to do
their own thing." Van Gilst
recalls that activities seemed to be
focused on campus when she was
a student. "Hardly any of us had
cars:' she says. "Cars were a
luxury item. Sunday night coffee
and cookies were a big deal. I
remember very distinctly the first
week at school, the mixer was an
al1 school bunny hop. We thought
it was fantastic!" Intramuralparticipation was also emphasized,
and students were given participation points. "We all signed
up for a team whether we had
skills or not,"
Van Gilst
remembers.
Professor Case Boot recalls
Sunday afternoons as a time when
local church fantilies would invite
students into their homes for cof-

fee and to welcome them into the
church. Boot was an older, married student at Dordt in the '60s.
"I was not the only married
student -there
were about a
dozen. I felt that other students
trusted me with everything. They
told me a lot more than they share
with me now," he says.
Van Gilst recalls how Saturday
mornings at the town laundromat
became a gathering of sorts. "It
was very difficult to find an
empty washer on Saturday mornings." Van Gilst says that when
washers were installed in the dormitories, many students continued to go to the town laundry
just to socialize.
Dancing has been a rather controversial social activity over the
years. Vanden Bosch remembers

• • •

Guitars have given way to synthesizers,
card catalogs to computers, long hair
to sbort, and beD bottoms to pegged

bottoms.

, 'Activities and
social conventions
have changed
significantly over the
years.' ,
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that dance was an issue during his
first year as a teacher. "Already
in those days there was agitation

students are thinking of a variety
of things in the arts. One student
is coming back-she
was a
business major-and wants to be
an art agent for businesses. " She
mentioned that another student is
combining communications with
her art to create a graphic-arts

for a dance," he said, "and a

major.

some things don't

"Today's students,
like those of 1960,
are looking ahead
and preparing to use
the-Christian insight
they have gained in
the careers they
choose to enter."

group held an unchaperoned
'''It looks
good
on a
dance in Bear Park. They were
resume' -I hear that a lot," says
found out and told to cease and Van Gilst. "I use it a lot, too."
desist." Vanden Bosch says that
She realizes that many students
many students coming to Dordt in today participate
in student
the '60s had not been to movies
publications in part for their
before, which made films more
resume. When she was a student
controversial.
"Movies
were
at Oordt she remembers the
often rated in the Diamond-«
publications were clubs. "Diasome pretty tough movies-and
mond and Signet were not done
students commented on what sort
for career points or for future
of world view was presented."
notation. They were done because
Those who have watched the they were ways to belong. Maybe
student body change over the past they were our social life."
20 years notice that students place
Rynders says that there was no
more emphasis on grade point
career counseling or placement
average and are more career con- office, and he believes students
scions than the students of the six- are fortunate to be able to reties. "Students are much more ceive this type of assistance. But
careerculISCtOlfs tOdlly;'"'""says-those-who-ieft-before-the-placeAlberda. "Women are becoming
ment office began can still benefit
more career conscious, which from its services. Those students

puts more pressure on us [as

who missed out now have access

teachers]. It used to be that art
was just art-education. Now our

to the same job bulletins
students do.

that

Several note that the addition of
the business and engineering majors has changed the career direction of students. "I find that a lot
of kids right now are rather
pragmatic," says Boot. He says
that when he was a student the
majority of students came to
Dordt to be teachers, and the rest
were pre-seminary. Boot came to
Oordt for secondary education.
"Among my group we discussed
what it means to be a Christian
educator. We struggled a lot with
that. " Rhoda says, "The business
department started about the same
time I came. Now that's one of
the biggest departments. "
Although there seems to be a
change in career direction, professors do not see a change in student work habits. "The students
didn't change. They seem more
grade conscious or they have
more gall," Vanden Bosch says.
But he realizes that grades have
a larger effect now than they did.
"More hinges on grades nowmelT car l"ilSliranCe. getting lmo
graduate or medical school. I
don't think in the '70s so much
hinged on the grades."
Alberda doesn't see a change in
student work habits either. "It

just seems that if students like it
they work hard, and if they don't
like it they don't work hard."
Van Gilst believes students stay
up later to study than when she
was a student. "People didn't
stay up as late at night. Women
had to be in at 10:30 on week
nights, men at 11:00. The library
was closed at 10:00, and your
only option was to go to the
dorm. And we had class at 7:30

in the morning."
Health consciousness

is

something that seems to have
affected students and faculty
nearly as much as grade and
career consciousness. "In terms
of health and fitness I've seen a
change in faculty to incorporate
wellness and fituess activitiesjogging,
biking-into
their
schedules," Rhoda says. Several
note that the attitude toward
smoking 'has changed. "It used
to be you walked into the SUB
and there they were,"
says
Vanden Bosch about the students
who smoked. "Now they're off

in the comer so anyone who
goes to the bookstore can't see
them. The only place you see
them now is huddled together
outside-they
look like an endangered species."
Are students then and now so
different? Yes and no. Activities

and social conventions have
changed significantly over the
years, out in tne end tOday'sstudents, like those of 1960, are
looking ahead and preparing to
use the Christian insight they
have gained in the careers they
choose to enter.
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Dr. J.B. Hulst

_

The
weekend of November 3 was a difficult time for
members of the Oordt College
community. One of our students,
Khamko Baccam, was killed in an
automobile accident.
The news of Khamko' s death
came as a shock to all of us. We
were numbed by sadness and
grief. But his death was also used
by God to bring us closer to Him
and to one another-students,
faculty, and administration alike.
Our college pastor, Donald
Oraayer, was the one who called
to tell me about the accident.
Following that call, wherever we
went-the hospital, the Baccam

home, the funeral service, the
memorial chapel-Rev.

Oraayer

was there listening, responding,
ministering the Word of God to
us in our grief.
In the midst of all of this the
editor of the Voice told me that
the December issue would focus
on the work of the student affairs
staff. And she asked ifI would be

willing,

in this column, to

comment on the importance of
student affairs for the total life of
the college. I responded positively, not ouly because I once
occupied the position of dean of

2

students, but also because I had
just seen Rev. Oraayer,
a
member of the student affairs
staff, performing his important
ministry among us.
The task of Oordt College is
essentially an educational one.
That's why our statement of purpose is titled "The Educational
Task of Oordt College." At the
center of the college is the office
of academic affairs, under the
direction of the vice president for
academic affairs. The VPAA
through his office is responsible
for faculty recruitment
and
development, instruction, cur-

They are responsible for resident
life, food service, recreation,
social events, clubs, and spiritual

activities.

The staff assists

riculum, and academic advising.

students with their social, emotional, spiritual, and vocational
needs. They also offer classes and
workshops on career development, personal growth, and life
enrichment-all
of this from the
perspective
of a Christian
worldview. As our catalog says,
"the college seeks to maintain
and develop a vibrant spiritual
climate on campus in the context
of which the work of Christian
scholarship may be effectively
carried on. ,.

But other offices also play an
important role in carrying out that
task. One of these is the office of
student affairs, supervised by the
vice president for student affairs.
The VPSA and his staff provide
the context in which faculty and
especially students can respond
obediently to the academic calling which they have received
from God.
Because Dordt is a "residential
campus" with 80 percent of its
students
living
in collegeapproved housing, student affairs
must be concerned with the total
living situation of the students.

This is what Rev. Oraayer was
doing when he helped us deal
with the death of Khamko Baccam. This is what Mark Christians is doing when he counsels
a student concerning a personal
problem. This is what Ronald
Rynders is doing when he advises
a senior regarding career placement. This is what Dr. Kroeze is
doing when he works with the
Student Personnel Committee in
developing policies for student
housing or student behavior. All
of them, individually and collectively, are involved in creating a
climate where Christian higher

education can take place.
Obviously
the offices
of
academic and student affairs must
work closely with one another.
The academic program of Oordt
College is designed to provide
Christian students with "serviceable insight," insight that
reflects itself in a life of Christian
service.
Such a program,

however, cannot flourish in a
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secular or profane living situation; it requires the context of a

Christian campus environment-

1

which means that the vice president for academic affairs and the
vice president for student affairs,
directed by Oordt's statement of
purpose, must work closely
together, and they do.
In discussing this issue of the
Voice, the editor said that she intended to give a realistic picture
of student life. I agreed with her.
We must not try to give the
impression that Dordt is or claims
to be a perfect place. At the same
time, I trust that the various
articles will make clear that the
student affairs staff is working
hard to make Dordt College a
place where, on campus.and in
class,
faculty
and students
together can seek the coming of
the kingdom.
0

(

mel

ChT
Bri
Enl

was

ing
NK
rei'
the
tol
up'
nor

Go<

v
Icc
wei
imI
lim

rna:

thai

In Memory of Khamko Baccam

A letter home

o

nee the car carrying
Khamko Baccam and his friends
stopped rolling, it ended upside
down in the middle of the roadnot hidden in the bottom of a ditch
or out in a stubbled cornfield
where it might have been missed
by the carloads of Dordt kids still
returning to campus from a late
hockey game in Sioux City that
night, but in the very center of a
broad, flat stretch of Highway 75,
where it lay on its top and simply
could not be missed.
The sadness that attends any accidental death-especially when it
takes a victim so young-is always
made horrific by its apparent
senselessness, I suppose, and we
can't really measure or compare
degrees of suffering by those left
behind. But over the weekend of
Khamko's death, there seemed to
be so much to be sad about: the
irony of his having lost his roommate, Darwin Cnossen, just last
sununer in a farm accident in
Michigan;
Khamko's
own
story-his escape, with his family, from totalitarian treachery in
war-torn Laos; his mild and loving nature; his commitment to
Christianity; his athletic abilities;
his anticipation
of student
teaching
next semester
in
history-in the high school he'd
attended himself, Western Christian; just the fact that he was a
senior, about to graduate. But all
those ironies and all those reasons
for particular sadness were compounded, it seemed, by the fact
that Khamko's dying was so
manifestly public. In a sense, we
all saw it, beginning to end.
When cars came upon the accident scene that night, a number
of Dordt guys, made frantic with
the knowledge that Khamko was
still inside, tried to flip the car
back over on its wheels. By the
time the rescue squad got there,
literally dozens of kids saw them
remove Khamko's body. Dordt
kids witnessed the death. They
stood there and watched a body
they recognized
be carried
quickly into the ambulance, and
as many as fifty kids stood in the
waiting room at Sioux Center
Hospital at three and four in the
morning, waiting for news they
were praying they wouldn't hear.
Because Khamko was from
Sioux Center, his funeral was
here, in Bethel Church, conducted bilingually, so that the
Baccam family's many relatives
could share in the grief and consolation. Hundreds of Dordt kids
packed the auditorium and spilled
out into the overflow on the north
side of the sanctuary. If he'd been
from California or Michigan,
from Lynden or even Prinsburg,
the burial at least would have been
out of sight, if not out of mind,
for most of the student body. But
it was here, in the ground of the
Sioux Center cemetery, whitened
by an early winter snow.

Event after event after eventfirst his public death, the hospital
waiting room, the blanket of
sadness that descended over East
Campus on Saturday morning
when the news spread
in
whispers, the flow of grief in the
chapel that night, Sunday worship
together, Monday's funeral, Tuesday's memorial chapel-all happened right here, as if the immediate area were for a moment
all there was of the world-a national election and the Persian
Gulf crisis something
from
another age, another time. The
campus walked slowly, face to the
ground, hand in hand, forever
wiping
its eyes,
because
everything happened out in the
open, in public, on a campus set
on a wide prairie landscape. From
Khamko's death there was no
hiding, not for anyone.
And I watched the students as
a parent. Five years ago this fall
I called on a kid on the first day
of class, a student named Bruce
Kuiper, and asked him to tell me
what his parents did in the
hometown he'd listed on a little
sheet of paper I hand out to try to
get to know my students. "My
father's a preacher," Bruce said,
and I recognized, right then and
there, that I had before me a student whose parents I'd known

when I was here at Dordt myself,
twenty years before.
Bruce was likely not the first
student of "kids" I knew as a kid
myself, but that opening day, in
many ways, became a rite of
passage for me. From that time,
I began to see myself not so much
as a kid anymore, but as someone
old enough to be my students'
father.
It was with that perspective, as
a parent, that I watched your children grieve last weekend, and this
is what I want to say about them.
I watch"" your kids bawl. I
wiped tears from my eyes as I saw
them grieve. I saw them question
God in ways we'd rather not have
our kids raise questions, but in a
way we do too. And I noted where
they found comfort.
On Saturday night two hundred
of them held each other and cried,
huddled on the stage in an impromptu
gathering
of the
.-.:. .'K~

..•.•

wounded. A couple of your kids
read Bible passages they'd picked
out. They prayed. There they sat
up on stage, more crying in public
than I'd ever seen. They sang
"When Peace Like a River" in a
way that at any other time you
would have considered to be very
much less than full effort. It was
probably the worst singing I've
ever heard. One of your kids
played piano, the big black one on
stage, and for the most part, no
one really sang. Those who did
aired harsh voices, cut with
raspiness, dismal with grief.
There was no choir, no part singing, no solos. It was completely
unspectacular singing that I will
never, ever forget because it was
literally the most beautiful rendition of that hynm that I've ever
heard. "It is well with my soul,"
they sang with some inner voices
that never rose from throats
already parched from a night and
day of grief none of them will
likely ever forget.
In our church, Sunday morning, I saw hundreds of them listen
as Rev. Haan opened the Bible
both to grief and to courage, just
for them.
On Monday morning, classes
had poor attendance, and in the
afternoon, everything shut down
for the funeral.
On Tuesday, the liturgy of the
memorial service was just one
memory after another. Poems by
your kids,
singing,
Bible
passages-one
of them read
twice, the one Khamko had left
marked in his Bible on his student
desk. Eight of your kids sang a
hymn. I watched Professor Arnie
Koekkoek remove his glasses up
in front of the biggest chapel
crowd I've ever seen, step back
away from the mike, and wipe his
eyes. Professor Lou Van Dyke
told your kids how he'd written in
his grade book that Khamko had
withdrawn from his history class
and transferred to heaven. A male
chorus sang consolation from the
balcony. Professor Ribeiro celebrated the way the two of them
would someday play soccer together again, their broken bodies
redeemed. In all of my years at
Dordt, only one other chapel will
be as memorable, and that was
this year too-the memorial service for Khamko's friend and
roonunate, Darwin Cnossen.
And at the end, Jeff Van
Klompenburg got up behind the
podium and said how Khamko's
roommates-and
Darwin's
roommates-had
gone out for
supper together after the funeral
on Monday, and how one of them
had just mentioned that reading
the first question and answer of
the Heidelberg Catechism would
be comforting, and how they did,
and how it was very comforting,
he said, and how therefore his
roommates thought it would be
fitting if the whole lot of us, a

Friends in the Lord Never Have to Say Goodbye ...
HI saw the Lord always before me because He is at
my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart
is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body will also live
in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave."
Acts 2:25-29a
Steeped in death's ruthless control we try
to fathom a lifeless form bathed in snow.
Friends in the Lord never say goodbye?
Curses of disbelief stab the sky
where heaven hides eclipsed by Reaper's glow.
Steeped in death's ruthless control we try
with shock-stripped innocence to deny
the pervading pierce of a crushing foe.
Friends in the Lord never say goodbye?
In tear-filled daze we find a binding tie
through weary arms that embrace our sorrow.
Steeped in death's ruthless control we try
to regain yesterday's memories by
praying in the faith that we will know
that Friends in the Lord never say goodbye.
But . . . Christ promises clouds will part with trumpets' cry
a heavenly roar will thunder below.
Set free from death's ruthless control we will fly.
Friends in the Lord will never say goodbye ...
Tim Antonides, Wayne Dykstra
-dedicated

to the memory of Khamko Baccam (1968-1990)

chapel filled with your kids,
grieving, would stand and respond
with the answer-you can find it
on page 861 of the Psalter Hymnal, he said-and we did. We all
turned to that page, and then Jeff
read the question, and just like he
said, we all responded with the
answer about comfort . .Everyone.
And that was the end.
We left the chapel quietly and
walked out into the soft snow that
fell over the campus and the
cemetery just south of town.
As a father, as a man who today sees your kids as his, I want
to tell you from my own grieving
soul that your kids responded in
their grief and anguish with faith
and hope.
In the midst of suffering, theirs
and ours, may God be praised.
Dr. James C. Schaap

M·.,..
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Every day is a busy day
, 'Answering the
phone is her main
job. Everything else
is fit in between."

•

In

Student Services

Sally Jongsma

(

I

"G

Dod morning, student services," is a familiar line
to anyone who happens to walk
into the student services office
even for a moment. Leona Dekkenga, who has been secretary to
the dean of students since 1975,
when the position was held by
Rev. J.B. Hulst, says she has come
to accept that answering the phone
is her main job. Everything else
is fit in between.
Dekkenga receives phone calls
for more people than Dr. Nicholas
Kroeze. She also schedules appointments for Counselor Mark

Christians, Ron Rynders, Career
Planning and Placement Director,
and helps administer many services and programs that are coordinated through the student services office.
The phone rings. It is a parent,

expressing concern about a stu-

Ron Rynders is director of the Career
Planning and Placement Office.

dent's homesickness. Is there
anyone who can help? Dekkenga
transfers the call to Christians.
"Parents sometimes get the first
indication of trouble in a letter or
call home," she says.
Christians and others on the
residence life staff make a point
of staying in touch with students.
"RAs and RDs are trained to keep
an eye open for anyone who is
having some kind of difficulty,"
he says. Sometimes simply pulling a student into activities helps;
other times it is a matter for
Christians
as a professional
counselor to handle.
Two women students walk in,
looking for Christians. "He's in a
meeting, you can see him at 1:15,"
Dekkenga says.
A senior student walks through
the reception area toward the

Leona Dekkenga has been a secretary in the Student Services office for the past 16 years.

career placement office to bring
resume information to Jo Faber,
who assists Career Planning
Director Ron Rynders. Rynders
talks with students about their
academic and career options
shortly after they arrive at Dordt,
continuing to give advice and
counsel through their four years.
By the time !hIT are seniors~
much of their contact is with
Faber, who helps them compile a
resume.
She also publishes
biweekly placement bulletins
listing job openings in a wide
variety of areas.
The phone rings again. "Yes,
we have a few aparttnents left for
that week;' Dekkenga tells an outof-town caller who wishes to rent
an aparttnent for next summer's
Sioux Center Centennial celebration. "We're getting close to full;'
she says as she hangs up again.
Scheduling
and
renting
facilities is another of the tasks

Dekkenga does. Whether it is a
wedding reception in the Commons, a meeting in a lecture hall,
or a conference in the new science
building, it all goes through Student Services. "We also keep the
college calendar;' she adds, pointing out that, somehow, someone
slipped up by scheduling both a
basketball gameanda travelogue
on Friday night. "We'll have to
ask students if they would be willing to park across the street," she
says, anticipating the traffic jam.
"I often get calls from people
in the community, checking to see
what we have going before they
set a date for their event," she
says.
A member ofPUA, the service
group that sends students to a
variety of work areas each spring
break, walks in with the funds
from a fund-raiser the evening
before. "We're getting there," he
says. Dekkenga takes the box and

Traditions begin to take root on our young campus
Teri Nikkel

Traditions-those
repeated
activities that add character and
a unique touch to any home, community, or nation-develop
only
with the passing of time and committnent. Dordt College has had
relatively few years to build traditions, but the introductions have
been made as young rituals find
a home on Dordt's campus.
Some of the most obvious traditions are those organized for the
student body. Many alumni remember attending the all-school
retreat at Dordt. The weekend is
set aside at the beginning of every
school year for students to enjoy
a time of recreation and fellowship. The first month of the second semester brings homecoming. Students and graduates join
in Sioux Center to cheer the basketball team to victory and participate in various celebration ac-
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tivities. Thlent night has become
a highlight of the weekend, evident by the overflowing crowd in
the chapel. Audiences howl at
emcees and cheer on other
performers.
The student body continues to
love sports, especially during basketball season. The most popular
game is the Dordt versus Northwestern one. Lines to enter the
gym wind into the parking lot
hours before tip-off time. Bleachers rumble with spectators as the
library remains deadly quiet.
Dordt students never have to
wonder if chapel will be offered
as part of their busy schedules.
Time is set aside every week for
the student body and professors to
congregate for a short time of
worship. Only recently has chapel
been preceded by cookies. On the
other hand, "cookies" are a tradition usually associated with Sundays at Dordt. The SUB overflows

with students from 9:00 to 11:00
p.m., jostling each other to get
a chocolate chip cookie or settle for another less popular
flavor.
The sweet tooth again prevails
as students go on "doughnut
runs" during the weekend. Some
pile into cars while the health
conscious, ironically, walk to
Casey's Bakery for fresh pastries
when the doors open at midnight. Few things sound better
to the student than to sleep in on
a Saturday morning and wake up
to a breakfast doughnut.
Some incidents seem to recur
year after year, as students get
into water fights and shoot
firecrackers where they are not
allowed, complain about the
food served at the commons,
and pull all-nighters studying for
a Western Civilization exam.
Time will reveal which habits
deserve to be tradition.
0

enters the amount in the books.
She keeps books for several student organizations.
The phone rings. It is a
freshman asking to reschedule his
appointment
with Rev. Don
Draayer. Each day between I: 00
and 3:00 Dekkenga supervises
scheduling freshmen to meet with
the campus pastor.':Buetting
up
appointments they get to know
who he is and what he looks like.
After an initial contact they will
probably be more likely to contact him on their own."
Such an approach must work.
Draayer often has a full schedule
of students wanting to talk with
him. In between he meets with
Bible study leaders, coordinates
chapels, teaches pre-confession
classes, and offers leadership
training workshops for those
interested.
The president of Student Forum
walks in for a weekly meeting
with Kroeze, who keeps in touch
with student organizations on a
regular basis. Such contact keeps
lines of communication open.
Kroeze wants students to feel
like they have some ownership in
the college. He cites a recent example of two students who came
into his office, firmly convinced
that a wrong decision had been
made. After hearing their reasons,
the decision was changed. Such
actions do not weaken the college,
they strengthen it, Kroeze feels.
At other times he must be
tough. Discipline cases are never
fun, but they can and do help
students grow.
The two students looking for
Christians pop their heads into the
office. "You can scratch us for
1:15,we found him upstairs," they
say and leave down the hall.
A work study student comes in
to help with a mailing to students'
home churches. Dekkenga gets
her started and then returns to a
ringing phone.
Before she picks it up, she says,
"I love this job."
0
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Academics

Students put academic insights into practice
Sally Jongsma

Listen to an alumnusDordt or otherwise-reminisce
about college and you'll likely
first hear stories about fun in
residence halls, pranks played,
fussball tables, rules enforced, or
late-night bull sessions. But given
a bit mOTe time, the conversation
will often turn to professors and
courses. That is, after all, why
most students came to college.
Today's students are no different. Much of the informal conversation focuses on daily life on
campus. But most students do
take their studies seriously. In
fact, in any given discipline you
can find those who want· to take
their classroom learning a step
farther and become involved in
activities or projects that will
allow them to use their academic
insights in a concrete way.
Dorthea Groenendyk is one
such student. A senior English
major, Dorthea's passion for
writing and reading has pushed
her to reach beyond her courses
during the years she has been at
Dordt. She worked as a student
assistant for the Voice during her
sophomore year. In addition to
writing articles, she began doing
some photography and darkroom
work and dabbled with layout and
design. Although she gave up the
paid position in her junior year to
become editor of a Dordt student
literary publication, the Cannon,
she has continued to use those
skills in a variety of areas-and
she occasionally volunteers to
write articles for the Voice.
As editor of the Cannon Dorthea feels she has grown immeasurably in her field of specialty. "Editing other people's
work has helped me write much
more sharply," she says. It has
also made her more open to other
styles of writing and other ways
of expressing ideas. "I knew I loved creative writing when I
became editor, but I didn't know
how much I would enjoy the
design and layout process," adds
the former art major.
Dorthea's aim is to be a published writer, a goal she is already
working hard to achieve. "I've
sent off a few pieces to major
publishers, and even though they
have not been accepted yet, it's
been worthwhile because each
time I learn a bit more about what
editors are looking for," she says.
She submitted pieces to the college Martin Seven Writing Contest and other writing competitions. And, along with a group of
other English majors, she read
some of her poems at a Sunday
evening student poetry reading.
Dorthea also works at the local
public library, helping with
children's programs and generally
assisting readers.

Dorthea Groenendyk's goal is to be a published writer. Her coursework
periences during college, she says, have given her the needed tools.

As she nears the end of her college years, Dorthea feels good
about the education she has received. "I came to college looking to grow as a person, to get a
broader view of the world, to
understand more people and
issues. I have gained all of that
and more." She has been pressed
to look to her faith to understand
what she believes and why. And
she speaks highly of professors
who have encouraged her and respected her abilities and opinions.
Although getting published is
an important goal for her, Dorthea
consciously puts it into a bigger
context. "I am convinced that I
must use my writing and communication skills to further God's
kingdom," she says. Whether that
means writing novels, doing
volunteer writing for pro-life or
world hunger groups, or getting
a law degree to gain credibility as
a writer- advocate, she is not sure
yet. But of one thing she is convinced, "I need to use my talents
to spread the message of Christ's
kingdom."
Like Dorthea, Marty Vander
Plaats, a senior computer science
major, has become very involved
in activities related to his major.
Marty officially gets work-study
pay for nine hours per week as a
computer assistant. In reality he
spends nearly 20 hours per week
setting up and maintaining college
computer hardware. And each
summer since he has been at
Dordt, Marty and other computer
science majors work for the college setting up new office systems
or streamlining and maintaining
present ones.

and ex-

"In class we learn the basic
tools," says Marty, "but the summer is when we really learn how
to use them. Doing an assignment
for a class is much different than
designing and setting up a system
that has to meet certain specs and
be used on a daily basis-bug
free."
Marty and others have done a
tremendous amount of work in
computerizing Dordt's campus.
Teams of students have worked
with college staff to design and install customized packages for the
business office, library, and other
administrative offices.
They also do some outside contract work with area businesses.
Last fall Marty spent about 15
hours per week for three months
setting up a data base system for

Link Manufacturing in Sioux
Center. He occasionally
gets
called to do follow-up work. Interstates Electric, an international
electrical engineering company in
Sioux Center, hired him to set up
a feed mill automation program.
He spent 15 hours per week the
rest of the school year on that project. This year as his senior practicum he is designing a new local
area network for Interstates to tie
together all the PCs in their office.
Marty's official work-study job
is supervisor of the campus hardware maintenance staff. All requests for help with equipment
. problems go first to him. "Most
of the time we can fix them," he
says. If they .have any problems
they go to professional computer
support staff.
Marty came to Dordt because
of the opportunity to get so much
experience in a systems environment while he was studying. "My
brother went to Dordt and told me
it was the place to go if! wanted
to work with computers," says
Marty, whose fascination with
technology goes back to fifth
grade. He enjoys the problemsolving approach to learning that
he gets as he works for the
department.
But there is more. Within the
program, Marty and others like
him, confront questions about the
role of technology and ethical
uses of hardware and software.
Practical experience helps them
understand the importance of
these issues.
Despite their specialization,
Dorthea and Marty come out of
a general education core curdculum that pushes them to be
aware of other areas and issues in
life. The curriculum is based on
the premise that students are here
to gain insight into their individual fields so that they may be
of service to God's kingdom as
they leave. college and begin
careers in society. '
D

"I need to use my
talents to spread the
message of Christ's
kingdom."

Marty Vander P1aats, a senior from
Ogilvie, MN, has spent four years studying computers, but also working with
them on a daily basis.
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Student life

Dr. Nick Kroeze is
Vice President for
Student Affairs. In the
following interview, he
talks about Dordt
students and the
services offered to
them.

1
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Dr. Nick Kroeze
Interviewed by Sally Jongsma

Dan Mennega is editor of the Diamond,

Dordt's student newspaper.

What are today's Dordt students like?
I would describe them as
mature in judgment as well as
purpose. Generally speaking, they
seem to have a clear concept of
who they are and where they're
going. They are concerned about
integrating their faith with their
studies and with their profession.
They are cQ!!fern& abo\!! the
needs of people around the world,
about participating in community
service and outreach projects.
Participation in foreign programs
is high among our students.
To what do you credit these
qualities?
In large part, the credit has to
be given to parents for the training they've given. I appreciate
more and more the role of the
Christian school and the upbringing of the child, challenging
students
to
look
beyond
themselves and consider the needs

of other people. I think a lot of
that maturity comes from interaction with people in different
situations.

are more involved in a political
sense. Whereas earlier generations may have reacted by
challenging the system, these
students seem more concerned
about becoming involved in the
system-which I think is a more
Reformed way to react. They
work within institutions to achieve
justice.

What are some of the big
cballenges college students face
today?
They are struggling with what
directions they want world affairs
to take as they move into responsible positions. They may be And you feel they will effect
frustJ:ale!LbyJeeling-<lJack.oLco"=--=-change? ~
trol and ability to influence. Yet
Yes. I think that is reflected not
they have a sincere desire to do so. only by the way students react to
I think one of their bigger connational and world issues, but I
cerns is that the world is out of see it in their day-to-day lives, in
control, and they can't stop it. the way they deal with issues right
Students react to that in two ways: on campus-college
policies,
they become complacent or they rules, regulations. There's not a
become
determined
to do
strong aggressive reaction or prosomething.
test when they disagree with the
college. There does seem to be a
Do you think those attitudes
greater willingness to come.
reflect a change in direction for
discuss, and try to change a
young people in the '90s?
system that has long been
I think students are less comestablished.
placent, but I don't see this group
as militant or as aggressive. They Do you tbink students feel they

Many students attend chapel regularly
Every
Tuesday
and
Thursday at 10:00 a.m., students
can be found milling around the
Dordt
chapel.
A time of
fellowship over cookies and drink
is followed by a twenty-minute
chapel service. Soon, students are
rushing back to an 11:00 a.rn.
class.
Dordt chapel is an optional
time of devotion for the student
body. Services generally lure
more than fifty percent of the student body. Although chapel is not
mandatory,
some
inherent
pressure exists within students to
unite in such a setting, says Campus Pastor Don Draayer. "Forcing students to attend chapel
would give the wrong message, ,.
continues Draayer. He believes
studies and sleep are the most

6

common acnvines that keep
students from attending.
The chapel planning committee, consisting of Pastor Draayer,
Professor Dale Grotenhuis, and
six students, suggests and schedules speakers. Juli Sawtelle, committee member, feels that chapel
attendance is up this year due to
the variety of off-campus speakers. "We've had some dynamic
speakers who know how to apply
their speeches to student lives,"
says Sawtelle. The biggest difficulty has been in offering variety
in a short twenty-minute period.
Chapel is a healthy Dordt
tradition that may touch some
students' lives and not others'.
"Those who attend must be seeing something useful in it," says
Draayer, "but it's only beneficial
to those who give it a try." 0

have some impact, and do you
think that they actually do?
From my perspective, they do.
On campus students are part of
almost all committees, involved in
virtually every area of campus life
and many decision-making processes. There have been a number
of times when committees may
have been thinking one way and
the students' perspective changed
that line of thinking. It may not
always be so evident to the
students because the process of
changing policies and procedures
can be a slow one, sometimes taking several years. Students often
don't have that long-term perspective because they are here only for
a short time. I see changes evolving even if students don't see immediate responses.
What kinds of exciting things
are they doing?
Groups
like
the
Dordt
Defenders of Life are joirung
others in Washington, D.C., to
protest abortion; students are
going to the Dominican Republic
and Mexico, concerned not only
for social work or community
development, but political justice.
I see students on campus- I
probably get this more than
anyone else-constantly challenging policies. I feel very good
about the way the students are
thinking and yet working with the
system.
Such actions
show
respect for what is going on at the
college.
Does Student Services fit into
the bigger edncational pictnre?
We're concerned that the atmosphere on campus promotes an
educational enviromnent. We try
to meet the needs of students so
that they may dedicate themselves
to study and not have to worry
about maintenance needs. We try
to make the campus a comfortable
place where students want to .
study and learn. We offer some
classes and seminars, and we help
students
deal with social,
psychological,
and spiritual
issues. We become involved in
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the personal lives of students.
Basically we're trying to help
the student be mature in judgment and direction so that these
skills are carried over to the
classroom.

-"

Is your approach different from
that of other colleges?
One difference might be that
we don't feel we should command what the individual should
be. Rather, we want to provide an
environment where the students
may grow into what we envision
they should be. We see ourselves
more as facilitators, motivating
students
to be responsible,
Reformed Christians in whatever
they do. We want them to take the

initiative for their actions, not just
force them to follow a set of
rules.
What is the relationship
between parents and college?
We want parents to feel confident in having their son or
daughter educated under our
supervision.
We hold to the
same values and goals as the
parents.
Is that realistic?
I feel it's very realistic. There
are times, I think, when parents'
expectations may be highersometimes
legitimately
and
sometimes not so. Some parents
would
have
us be more
protective whereas we want
the student to grow through

experiences.

Some would

have us be more lenient whereas

Peer Counselors
ease transitions
Twenty-nine
upperclassmen volunteered to be
peer counselors this year.
Their job is to make the transition to college more comfortable for freshmen and transfer
students. They become immediately acquainted
with
their peer counselors-have
someone to talk to, ask questions of, and get advice from.
"The counselors are willing
to bend over backward to help
fellow students," says Ron
Rynders, program organizer.
Each counselor is assigned
approximately twelve students,
grouped by academic area, to
advise during the first year of
college. Peer counselors are
key leaders during orientation
week and at mid-term. Both
freshmen
and counselors
benefit from the program as
they socialize and get to know
one another throughout their
college experiences.
Senior Blanche Lang has
found peer counseling
to
be very rewarding.
"The
program gives me a chance
to become a caring part of
the Dordt community,"
she
says.
0

we feel some action must be
taken. Growth often comes
through effort and sometimes
through difficulties. We hope
that we are providing an environment that is supportive to
the student. but we are not opposed to struggle.
Many campuses
have done
away with as many rules as
possihle. How about Dordt?
I feel very positive about our
approach here. Although we want
students
to grow
through
experiences and struggles, it's
good for students to realize that
all through life, from birth until
death, they're part of a system
and part of a society. That means
acknowledging
rules
and
expectations. Some colleges tend
to be more functionary, only
concerned with maintenance-type
needs. Others do not allow the
students to make choices on their
own, but control everything
tightly. We have rules and regulations that students are expected
to live by, yet students have the
ability to react to those policies.
They are encouraged to think
about why the system is right or
wrong.
Do relationships
have a different character today than in
earlier years?
I sometimes feel that relationships tend to be a little more
superficial. Students today have
grown up more independently
within their family units. Instead
of sharing bedrooms and beds
with brothers or sisters, they've
had their own rooms. We see
more of a sense of private ownership and a sense of independence
or turf. They bring that expectation to the college campus and
their living environment here.
Psychologically, students have to
adapt because the college can't
provide that level of privacy. It

is part
of the
growing
experience-we
don't lament
that. Students live together and
learn to adjust to the situation. I
think their education and growth
would suffer if they didn't have
that experience.

recognize that a person in my
position has an image of being the
watchdog. It's a different world
here on weekends, and when I
can come on campus in my blue
jeans and sweatshirt it sends a different message.

What makes your job exciting?
I really enjoy the interaction
with students. It sometimes takes
work to limit the administrative
aspect of the position and still
have time. for the students.

Do you think students are different today from what they
were twenty-five years ago?
I see students struggling with
some similar issues. They're
ttruggling to discover who they
are, how they fit into society, and
what their goals are. Those issues
are timeless. Social issues have
changed and student actions
reflect those changes. By this I'm
saying that I think their essential
character is fairly consistent, but
the .sontext in which they've
grown up is different.
0

How do you make sure that
doesn't happen?
By being around evenings and
weekends. Usually I go to the
SUB or the snack bar or the
residence halls to talk with
students. I usually have to take
the initiative. You have to

_

Doo Draayer joins student> in the

Conunons for "Western NigbL" Several
times each year the evening meal is
planned around a particular theme.

Students are part of the fabric of the college

D

ordt College is not
unique for having many commit-

tees; however, Dordt is unusual
among peers for its policy on
committees.
"We appoint students, staff,
and faculty to our committees,
and we strive to keep the
students on an equal level with
the others," says Nick Kroeze,
vice president
for student
affairs.
Some of the most important
committees are concerned with
academics, student discipline,
welfare,
recreation,
and
spirituality. Students are given
the opportunity to speak out and
question policies without worry
of intimidation.
Don Draayer, campus pastor,
admits that student representation on some committees is
more successful than on others.

Meetings may take too much time
or students may lack interest.
"Some students complain
about college policy or procedure
and then their support isn't
always there at meeting time.
Everyone involved shonld take
time for what's important," says

Draayer,
But complaints focus on minor
problems, says Kroeze. "Real
questions and concerns are based
on college policy, and that is
where students carry more weight
than they realize."
As a whole, student participation is strongest on academic and
student life committees. Student
input is always sought after, and
faculty and staff are willing to
give students the attention' they
deserve, Says Kroeze, "The committees will work for the students
as long as the students continue
to work for them."
0

As campus pastor, Rev. Don Draayer
spends many boors working with and
talking to students.
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Resident directors combine student and administrative roles
"We want the
dorm to feel like
home, like someplace
they can relax when
homework has them
stressed out."

Jean Zondervan

('90)

I

knocked on the door of
the resident directors' ("RD")
apartment in East Hall and a twovoiced chorus yelled from inside,
"Come in."
The door of the RD apartment
opened into a living room with
two chairs,
a couch,
and
bookshelves. The living space
was cozy, but tidy.
I remembered how, as a freshman, I had steadfastly avoided
this apartment, since being invited into the RD apartment as a
freshman usually meant getting
slapped with a pink slip for some

residence hall misdemeanor.

Teresa Van Gunst (above) and Diana

Klungel (below) say that confrontations
are never run but when they happen
they try to help students grow through
them.

8

The RDs, Teresa Van Gunst
and Diana Klungel, invited me to
sit down. Ichose the high-backed
chair next to the window that
overlooks the west part of campus. Teresa sat on the other chair,

while Diana curled up on the
Just then someone knocked at
the door. "Can we sign out for
couch.
Iknew these girls, having taken a late leave for the concert
English classes with them while
tonight?" a pair of girls asked.
"You don't need a late leave,"
a student. I wondered why they
had chosen to apply for the posisaid ,Teresa. "Just show your
tion of RD.
ticket stub when you get back.
"We were both resident
We didn't want you guys to have
assistants ("RAs") and I think
to use your "late leaves for the
that had a lot to do with it," said concert .' ,
Diana, a senior from Seattle,
"Okay. Thanks." The girls
Washington, when Iput the quesshut the door.
tion to her. "WhenwewereRAs,
"There's a big concert in Sioux
we got to work closely with both
City tonight," she explained.
the freshmen and the student ser"That's
another nice thing
vices staff. That was exciting."
about this job. We always have a
"There are so many rewards of good idea about things that are
the job," said Teresa, also a going on around campus."
senior, from New Era, Michigan.
Teresa and Diana were RAs as
"You really get to know the girls,
sophomores and lived in the East
rather than just passing them on Campus apartments last year as
the sidewalk and saying 'hi."
juniors.
The job of residence director
"We almost felt like we lost
involves using administrative and our identity last year when we
counseling skills, as well as perweren't part of the residence life
forming "judicial" duties. They
staff, " said Teresa. "This year,
are in charge of the resident
though, we feel isolated from our
assistants, who each govern a older friends who live in East
wing of the three-story, six- Campus. We're so busy over here
winged residence hall. They also
that we have to make time to see
deal with the fines and paperwork
them."
of the hall, assist in the discipline
Diana agreed. "We have to acand meetings, plan hall council . tually call them up and say, 'Hey,
activities, and act as liaison be- let's do lunch tomorrow.' Othertween the student services staff
wise we just see them in passing
and the residence hall dwellers.
on campus, and we really don't
"Becoming
an RD was' a get the chance to talk to them. "
humbling
experience,"
said
"In a lot of ways, though,"
Teresa. "After being RAs we added Teresa, "we get the best of
thought we had a good idea about
both worlds. We have our close
what being an RD was all about.
upperclassmen friends, but we
We had a lot to learn though."
also get the chance to make
"People are always coming to friends with the freshmen, which
us about something or other,"
is difficult when you live in East
said Diana. "Our door' gets
Campus."
knocked on a lot."
Both girls agreed that their re-

lationship with and the support of
the student services staff at Dordt
really helped them in their job.
"Discipline isn't fun," said
Teresa. "But we don't discipline
the girls because we love the
rules. We do it because we love
them."
Each residence hall has a hall
council, made up of students and
residence life staff, which plans
activities and entertainment for
the hall. East Hall often plans activities with North Hall, the
freshmen guys' dorm. This year
they've sponsored capture the
flag matches between dorms, as
well as planning breakfast in bed
for the guys in North Hall.
"The girls are a riot this year,"
said Diana. "They mingle with
each other a lot. They're loud and
they love to run everywhere in the
halls. Boom, boom, boom ... all
day long' we hear them running
down the halls. It drives us crazy."
The phone
rang.
Diana
answered it.
"The phone rings all the time,
too, " Teresa said as Diana talked
on the phone. "Usually we spend
most of our time in the apartment
answering the door or the phone,
or unlocking doors for someone
who forgot her keys and her
roommate locked her out."
Diana hung up the phone and
rejoined us. I asked what changes
they see in the girls from the time
they arrive at Dordt as freshmen,
to the time they leave at the end
of their first year.
"They mature so much," said
Teresa. "They're so much more
responsible. That's something we
really try to stress if they come
to us with a problem. They've got
to learn to confront tough situations and deal with the problems
themselves. "
"One month a girl will come
to us, asking to get out of her
room because she can't stand her
roommate," said Diana. "We
talk to her and try to help her see
the source of the problem, and
ask her to try and work on it for
awhile before moving out. Then
the next month we see her and her
roommate chumming around
together all the time. That's one
of the neatest things to see."
They said that,
because
freshmen girls are just learning to
deal with the workload of college
classes and homework, as RDs,
they see it as their job to make
dorm life a stable environment to
learn in.
"We want the dorm to feel like
home; like someplace they can
relax when homework has them
stressed out. ..
"'And, of course, we act as
academic role models,"
said
Diana. We all laugh.
"Seriously, we just want to encourage them to make the most of
their time here, to take advantage
of what Dordt has to offer them."
Diana summed it up, "I think
it means something to them to see
that we're seniors, we've made it
this far, and we're still happy at
Dordt."
0
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Students and alcohol
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Awareness of abuse grows, programs stress alternative lifestyle
".

Sally Jongsma

Alcohol
use on college
campuses regularly receives bad
press. In actuality, alcohol use
percentages are not much higher
on campuses than they are in
society generally. For some people drinking is a form of entertainment; for others it is an escape
from stress.
College days are happy, exciting
times but at the same time can be
stressful, says Mark Christians,
director of personal counseling at
Dordt. Separating from family,
coping with changes that come
from being "on your own," a low
sens"
of self-esteem,
and
pressures to perform and conform
often take lheir toll.
Depression, anxiety, and alcohol abuse can result. As counselor, Christians deals with students facing each of lhese problems in the course of his week.
Eighty percent of all high
school
students
have
experimented wilh alcohol, says
Christians. That percentage holds
for Christian high school students
and public high school students.
"By the time lhey come to Dordt
or any other college, many have
already been initiated."
We live in a society where
alcohol flows freely. Consumption, and consequently abuse, cuts
across economic, religious, and
ethnic lines. ''About a tenth of all

users become abusers;' says
Christians. The Christian community has not escaped this reality, he adds. Church members,
too, enter rehabilitation programs
or suffer silently from the effects
of alcohol abuse.
Christian colleges, like Christian high schools and parents,
should not ignore the situation
and tell themselves it isn't so. In-

Director of personal counseling Mark Christians' goal is to get students to make
conscious choices about how they spend their leisure time.

stead, they should try to help
students understand why they
drink and encourage a Christian
attitude toward alcohol.
In the past ten years the amount
of time and money spent nationally on alcohol abuse prevention
programs has doubled; the rate of
use has remained at the same high
level. "'Just say no' just doesn't
work," says Christians.
"There are no easy answers,"
he says. Dordt, too, has its alcohol
awareness programs, but, as
director, Christians tries to focus
on students' sense of well-being
rather than just the symptoms. To
feel good about themselves, they
need to feel God's presence in
their lives, and they need the com-
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Dances are still in trial stage
One-third
of Dordt's
student body have attended each
on-campus dance and have left
the evening of entertainment
with positive reviews. "That
tells me that we're providing an
option that students are enjoying
and are coming back for;' says
Don Draayer, campus pastor
and member of the dance
committee.
The three dances held during
the semester were fund raisers
for Dordt's alcohol awareness
group, the Defenders of Life
Club, and Student Forum.
Before such groups hold a
dance, members must fill out a
proposal form stating why the
dance is an expression of Chris-

tian growth. Lyrics to songs are
carefully examined prior to the
dances. Some songs and proposals have been turned down in
the past.
"We take our job of screening
music and supervising dances
very seriously," says Draayer of
the dance committee, which
consists of four students and
four faculty or administrators.
"But dances can be a neat social
outlet when in a Christian setting," he concludes.
Two Dordt personnel attend
each dance to observe, supervise, and to write a report that
is submitted to President I.B.
Hulst. The Dordt College Board
will review the dance decision
in the spring of 1991.
0
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fortableness and support of caring
relationships, he says.
And there are those who,
whether out of a sense of boredom
or adventure or whatever, fall into
bad habits.
"Drinking
can
become an excuse for not finding
something to do," says Christians.
For some in our society, weekend
partying, a habit that often begins
in high school and carries through
into the workaday world, is not
just a way to relax, but a way to
forget and escape.
Christians sees students reacting to alcohol in different ways.
"Some demand strict abstinence
and are very condemning of
anyone who takes a drink," he
says. Some, often students from
very strict families, lose all sense
of perspective once out on their
own. Others have an occasional
drink and seem to be able to handle the situation."
Whether or not we agree on the
appropriateness
of drinking
alcoholic
beverages,
it is
happening-and
happens before
students come to college, says
Christians. We must give leadership and direction to students. In
Iowa the legal drinking age is 21.
"This means that for 80 percent
of the students, it is illegal to
drink." The college also has a rule
outlawing all alcohol on campus.
In addition to the legal issue,
Christians says, there are other
concerns, especially for under age
freshmen,
sophomores,
and
juniors. A variety of factors may
cloud their judgment about drinking or about their ability to handle alcohol. Relationships also
suffer. After all, communication,

not mutual escape, is the foundation for friendship or marriage.
Safety, especially when driving
after drinking, is also a major
concern.
Af; in high school or even at
home, a person who wants badly
enough to drink will find a way.
But those who break the rules and
are caught are held accountable.
Already on the first offense
students are required to attend a
three-part workshop to get them
to think about alcohol use.
Student Services also tries to go
beyond such "after the fact" actions. For several years already
the SUB Club has sponsored
special evenings. Planned around
different themes in a coffee shop
atmosphere, students can enjoy
conversation, laughter, and nonalcoholic drinks in a comfortable
setting.
Christians admits that he does
see a greater awareness of the
dangers of alcohol use. "Many
awareness programs focus on
choosing a designated driver.
While I am happy that fewer people are on the roads after drinking' it is difficult not to leave the
impression that as long as you
don't drive it's okay to abuse." He
wants to encourage students and
others to consider the effects more
broadly.
Students today have access to
nearly everything society has to
offer long before they come to college. Personal televisions and
VCRs, to say nothing of cars, raise
expectations for leisure time.
"Our challenge along with parents and Christian community is
to help young people make conscious, healthy choices."
0

, 'Eighty percent of
all high school
students have
experimented with
alcohol. By the time
they come to Dordt
or any other college,
many have already
been initiated."

What's a college student to do?
During Alcohol Awareness Jl!,ek,
the Diamond devoted part of an
issue to finding ways to spend an
enjoyable weekend. Here are one
student's suggestions.

Low

cost ways to have fun
are not that hard to find. If you
haven't yet discovered the movies
shown for $1 in CI60 on
weekends, now you know. Af; for
filling your time afterwards, what
ever happened to the old idea of
small talk over coffee or dessert?
Conversation is a dying art.
Debate doesn't have to be limited
to a classroom or a club, you may
find new and exciting people just
by talking!
Another lost art is gameplaying. If you have time on your
hands, dig out a deck of cards,
Pictionary,
Trivial Pursuit,
Yahtzee, Skipbo, Uno, Outburst,
or Monopoly.
The point is, get your creative
juices flowing. Don't take poverty

Movies, plays, games, and concerts fill
the calendar at college. But in the end,
it is up to students to make choices about
how to spend their time.

to mean that all the opportunities
to have a good time are gone; instead, make your own amusements. Turn your extra time into
a time to cultivate your talents,
your sense of humor, and your
spontaneity!
0
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Faculty news

Dr. John Visser

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members outside
of the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educationalleadership in the Christian
community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these
activities. we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources. ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of service
in Christ's kingdom.

On November 26, Dr. John
Visser, professor of business adntinistration,
led a workshop
titled
"Stewardship
in the
Church" for deacons in Orange
City.
The October 10 issue of
Hoard's Dairyman, an international dairy publication, reported
on the results of research done at
the Dordt dairy by agriculture
professor Duane Bajema
in
cooperation with Peter Hoffman
ofIowa State University. Bajema
was also one of 40 selected to participate in a Minnesota/Iowa
leadership workshop.
Director of Development Verlyn
De Wit delivered a speech,
"Creative Uses of the Charitable
Trust," to the annual meeting of
The Barnabas Foundation, in
Chicago, on September 27.
On November 16 and 17 Dale
GroteDbuis, professor of music,
conducted an honors choir made
up of several hundred students
from Chicago suburbs.
"Write Your Blessed Name, 0
Lord, Upon My Heart," an anthem Grotenhuis wrote for mixed
voices, was recently published by
Sacred Music Press. He also
completed "Sing To God With
Joy" for Pella Christian High
School's fiftieth anniversary.

Theatre Arts professor John
Hofland participated in the Annual Iowa Story Telling Festival
in Clear Lake, Iowa. He also
designed sets for Climb Theatre
in St. Paul for a production
funded by Blue Cross/Blue
Shield. A photo of the set and
costumes designed by Hofland
runs in a Blue Cross ad in the
Minneapolis Star.
Dr. Calvin Jongsma, professor of mathematics, presented
two lectures at the Tri-State
Teachers Institute, one on the
Fibonacci Sequence and the other
an evaluation
of Saxon's
mathematics curriculum.
An article
by Dr. John
Olthoff, agriculture professor,
was published in the Canadian
Journal of Animal Science. It
described the effects of yearling
weight selection in shorthorn beef
cattle on age-of-dam adjustment
factors.
Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, engineering professor, prepared the document "Observations on Distribution System/Load Modeling for
Harmonic Studies" at the request
of the CICRE International Joint
Task Force AC System Modeling
for Filter Design.
English professor Dr. James
Schaap has published stories in
The Banner, Military Chaplain's
Review, and Prairie Schooner,
His most recent book, Privacy of
Storm, is now off the press.
Schaap is presently doing an
Iowa Arts Council residency with
the Boyden-Hull Public Schools
and will be doing the same for
Maurice/Orange
City
and
Galva/Holstein schools in a few
weeks. He also read from his
work at the Christian Educators'
Association Meeting in South
Bend, Indiana.
At its last meeting, the Board
of the Back to God Hour elected
Schaap vice president. He will
become president the following
year.
Professor of English David
Schelhaas spoke to the Ocheyeden
PTA on "Nurturing Your Child's
Imagination." He also had an ar-

Applications are invited
for openings for 1991-92
in the ADMISSIONS OFFICE
at Dordt College
These positions involve recruitment contacts with prospective students and their
parents. Applicants must have strong marketing and interpersonal skills and
a firm commitment to the mission of the college. Some experience preferred.
Letters of application and resumes should be sent to:
Lyle A. Gritters
VP for College Advancement
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
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ticle published in the English
Journal titled "Rebuttal: Corner
on Truth? EJ, Moffett, and
Mayher on Censorship" and an
article titled "Furniture of the
Mind" in the December Christian Educator's Journal.
Dr. Gerald Vander Hoek,
professor of theology, read a
paper at the Annual National
Society of Biblical Literature
Meeting titled "Wherever Two
or Three are Gathered: Marthew
18:20 and its Precursor." He has
also been asked to serve on the
President's
Council
of the
Ancient Biblical Manuscript
Center for Preservation
and
Research.
Lloyd
Vander
Kwaak,
adjunct instructor in social work,
conducted a half day presentation
with the staff of Tenco Industries
of Ottumwa, Iowa, on how to
develop
a community-based
training and support program for
persons
with
psychiatric
disabilities.

Fellow

over

the

past

few

summers.

Ron Vos

On October 4, Agriculture Professor Ron Vos gave a public lecture titled "U.S. Agriculture:
Greed, Glory or Godliness" at
Northeast Missouri State University in Kirksville, Missouri. He
also lectured in an agriculture
class and met with faculty, administration
members,
and
students.

Dordt chosen
to test
international
relations
curriculum
Dr. Joan Ringerwole

Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, recently gave two
organ recitals, one at Dordt's Suffering and Survival Conference
and the other at Illinois College
on October 21 in Jacksonville,
Illinois. Part of the recital was
given on the harpsichord, and one
selection for voice and organ was
sung by Janette Kirkhom. Dr.
Ringerwole also performed the
recital in a student convocation at
Illinois College.
Dr. John Van Dyk, professor
of philosophy
of education,
presented a paper, "The Place of
'Shared Praxis' in the Teacher
Education Program," at a conference of the Southeastern
Association of Teacber Educators
in Savannah, Georgia.
Physical Education professor
Dr. Tom Visker presented a
sectional at the Tri-State Teachers
Institute, "Beyond the Locker
Room Prayer:
A Christian
Approach to Sports Participation."
Professor of physics Dr. John
Zwart is coauthor of the article
''An Experimental Apparatus for
Measuring Surface Resistance in
the Submillimeter Wavelength
Region," which has been subntitted to the Journal of Applied Optics. The report is based on work
done as a NASA Summer Faculty

Dordt
College's political
science department recently took
part in testing a new curriculum
for studying international relations. Dordt was one of twenty
colleges chosen to participate in
the program developed by the
Center
for Foreign
Policy
Development
at
Brown
University.
In the spring of 1989, the Center
asked political science professor
Don King to test a supplementary
text titled The United States and
the Soviet Union by Mark
Lindeman, in classroom study.
The book takes a new approach
to teaching foreign relations by
focusing on four alternative
futures for the United States and
the Soviet Union. Students are
forced to think critically about
differing views on one issue.
"Working with this material
forced students to confront some
issues and values that were
previously unspoken assumptions. I was very pleased with the
results," says King.
The text received positive
evaluations from the professors
involved in the program. Authors
incorporated suggestions, and the
book is presently being published
by the Dushkin Company. King
will begin using the publication in
the full of 1991.
0
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Sports

Soccer team takes conference championship
Volleyball team is runner-up
Teri Nikkel
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As the fall semester rolls
to a close, athletic equipment
from soccer and volleyball gets
stored away. For both teams the
season required intense practices
to unify young teams. Yet
memories of good times on and
off the playing grounds remain
vivid in the minds of the athletes
and coaches.
"The girls didn't let one practice go by without laughter. We
try to have fun while we work
hard," says Vonda De Stigter,
women's volleyball coach.
"College athletes who get involved in a sport have to enjoy it
and love the competition. The
glory of being a high school
athlete is behind them," adds soccer coach Quentin Van Essen.
Team members agree that the
motivation to participate
in
athletics comes from a love for the
sport and the competition. They
also value the exercise, stress
relief, and socializing. However,
sacrifices are necessary in order
to be involved; team members are
students first, and then athletes.
They struggle to find time for
everything and often just have to
make time for their sport, according to Jim Vander Ploeg, cocaptain of the soccer team.
"If you want to do well, you
have to study hard and play hard,"
adds Jason Hultink, freshman
soccer player.
.
Both coaches welcomed a
number of rookies to their teams
for the 1990 season. Both the soccer and volleyball teams included
seven freshmen, some joining the

starting line-up. While it was
sometimes difficult for returning
players to adjust to new playing
styles, the younger team members
possess much talent and give hope
for prontising future seasons.
"They are an extraordinary
group of guys. They're a young
team, but you soon quit seeing
them as freshmen because every
player is a leader," says Van
Essen.
De Stigter also enjoyed seeing
new talent on the court. "It's
usually positive to see new things
happening and new positions
developing during practices and
games," she says. Two of this
year's starters on the volleyball
team were freshmen.
Volleyball highlights
The volleyball team ended their
season with 17 wins and 12 losses.
They finished second in their conference and fifth in districts. The
team suffered a bit of a midseason slump, but teamwork improved with time and experience.
Road trips add excitement to the
season and build team unity. Patty
Boer, senior volleyball player
chosen for NAlA first team allconference, speaks laughingly
about one such occasion. Team
bonding was at a high at the
Nebraska Wesleyan tournament.
The team took second out of nine
and beat Briar Cliff. Team members celebrated by taking advantage of "sample night" at the
Super Saver across from the
motel.
"After those experiences, the
time involved isn't a big deal," she
says.

Soccer highlights
The soccer team finished with
13 wins. four losses. and one tie.
The team had a slow start after injuries and complications kept
some veteran players from returning. The team still managed to
earn the championship in the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference.
Team members
developed
friendships and encouraged unity
as the season progressed. As team
captain, Vander Ploeg stresses
cooperation and team effort,
while Van Essen encourages
aggressiveness.
Crowd support
Both coaches as well as teams
appreciate the increasing interest
and game attendance from supporters. More people are developing an interest in soccer and
volleyball already in high school
and become devoted fans on the
college level. Van Essen finds an
increasing number of prospective
students asking about soccer.
The volleyball team lured
sizeable crowds for all six home
games. The best-attended games
are always those against local
rivals. such as Northwestern and
Briar Cliff. Parents were especially loyal.
"We never had a game without
at least one parent showing up,"
says Boer.
The Christian athlete
Players from both teams never
fail to stress their Christian perspective on athletics at Dordt. The
athletes feel that it is their responsibility to use the athletic talent
God gave them, and they express

Boer named All-American

Patty Boer, a 5'7" senior from Sioux Center, was recently
named an NAIA 1st Team All-American. She is Dordt's first
volleyball player to rank on the l2-member first team, says
Coach De Stigter, and the college's seventh All-American
athlete.
Boer was ranked fifth in the nation in the NAIA for her
kills per game. She averaged 4.4 per game.
those talents through college sports
programs. They attempt to represent Dordt College as a Christian college and often receive
compliments for their attitude on
and off the court or field. They
stress good sportsmanship-no
swearing, no tantrums, and no
arguing with the referee.
"It's our goal to honor the
Lord's presence in the gym as
much as in the chapel," says De
Stigter.
0
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Men's Soccer Team: Back Row: Mike Mulder. Jim Dirkse. Jeff Faber, Jason Hultink, Hans Wilting,
Eric Ellens, Joel Faber, Coach Van Essen. Middle Row: Steve \\Whof, Dave Vander Ploeg, Mark Vos,
Doug Brouwer, Mike Kooi, Scott Hllbilink, Stuart Spronk. Front Row: Jack Hoekstra, Jim Vander
Ploeg, John Vander WaI, Andrew Dykstra, Khamko Baccam, and Rick Veldboom.

Wlmen's Volleyball Team: Back Row: Lyn Van Heyst, Ed Kronemeyer, Stephanie Bleyenburg, Stephanie
Vos, Michelle Mennega, Coach De Stigter. Middle Row: Joeli Kooima, Lisa Klein, Patty Boer, Thmmy
Dirksen, Diane Graves. Front Row: SheUy Van Engen, Danielle Iedema, Lori Klein, Laura Vander Zee,
Laura Jacobsma, April Hofman.
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Around campus

Acclaimed author
gives reading
Angela Struyk

~nyonecaringtojourney
through western North Dakota in
the fall might catch Larry
Woiwode out in the fields doing
what most farmers are doing at
this time of year-harvesting
crops. Or Woiwode might be
riding a horse along the dirt road,
or throwing bales of hay over a
fence to feed his sheep. This
traveler would be surprised to
discover, if he were to ask, that
Woiwode is one of the Midwest's
best received novelists and winner of top writing awards.
"My best ideas for poetry or
prose come when I'm working
with my hands. I believe the flux
and movement of your body
release language," Woiwode said
to a class of poetry students at
Dordt College on Friday morning, October 19.
Woiwode gave a reading from
his most recent novel, Indian Affairs, on the evening of October
18, at the college, in addition to
speaking and reading to a number
of English classes the next
morning.
Woiwode's
fiction has appeared in The Atlantic, Esquire,
Harper's, The New Yorker, and
many other publications and has
been translated into a dozen
languages. His first novel, What
I'm Going To Do, I Think, to
which Indian Affairs is a sequel,
received the William Faulkner
Foundation Award. His second
book, Beyond the Bedroom Wall,
was nominated for both the N ational Book Award and the N ational Book Critics Circle Award.
Between the writing of his first
and second novels, Woiwode
became a Christian. Speaking of

his conversion experience, he
said, "I was reading Scriptures,
and I felt the almost daily
pressure of the Holy Spirit working on me. I was literally torn
apart and it nearly drove me
crazy. "
Woiwode speaks freely about
his faith and was questioned by
several students about how his
faith affects his writing. "What
makes the writing Christian is the
writer's commitment

to Christ,"

he said. "If you're trying to pull
every thought in obedience to
Him, then you're doing the right
thing."
Until recently, Woiwode was
writer-in-residence at the State
University
of New YorkBinghamton, where he directed
the writing program. He resigned
from this position and moved
with his family to live permanently on the ranch near Carson,
North Dakota, where he continues to write and care for the
ranch. He has also helped to
organize the Institute for Arts and
Sciences, a non-profit theological
organization dedicated to biblically based higher learning. Here
Woiwode teaches writing and
literature.
0
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Parents' Day draws rave reVlews
time with their children.
Parents were generally very
pleased with their weekend on
campus
and offered
many
compliments
and
positive
remarks. They enjoyed the fall
music concert Friday evening and
the opportunity to see their sons
and daughters in their college
setting. Any complaints dealt
with the lack of time to participate
in all that was offered.
"We were very impressed with
the total atmosphere at Dordt,"
said one parent.
0

Three
hundred parents
from 15 states and four Canadian provinces participated in
Dordt's Parents' Day, Saturday,
October 27. The day of activities
included brunch with Dr. and
Mrs. Hulst, a Dardt soccer game,

tours of the campus, and various
informational
meetings.
The
evening concluded
with the
Reformation Day Rally with Rev.
B.J. Haan as speaker, and an ice
cream social. All activities were
optional to allow parents to spend

One of Dordt's younger fans
Few youngsters are as interested in Dardt College as
Phoung Mai, a first grader from
Edenvale Elementary in San Jose,
California.
Jim De Young, Dardt's Director
of Alunmi and Public Relations,
received a letter from the principal
of Edenvale Elementary, asking if
Dordt would consider "adopting"
one of their students. The school
requested that Dardt send the

Homecoming

'91

student a college shirt to be worn
at various functions thmughout the
school year. The program has been
a success in years past; four
hundred students were adopted by
colleges across the United States.
De Young consented, and recently
received a letter from Phoung who
is proud to be adopted by Dordt.
"The program encourages kids
to set their sights on college at a
young age. I think it's beneficial;'
says De Young.
0

R & R in August
(It's not just reunion anymore.)

Basketball .

All alumni are invited to return to Dordt this summer for the first-

Alumni vs. JV, 1:00 p.m.
Varsity vs. Teikyo-Westmar, 3:00 p.m,
Women vs. Briar Cliff, 6:00 p.m.

ever Dordt College alumni Reatreat and Reunion. It's for you if
you enjoy ...
• learning (take in some of the offerings of

Entertainment .
Thlent Extravaganza and
Ice Cream Social, 8:00 p.m.

the "a1unmi college")
• talking (reminisce with old friends
and make new ones)
• playing (join in a tournament
or just relax at the pool)

for the whole family.
• being with family
On-campus childcare available
"Family food and fun center;'
5:30-7:30 p.m. (tentative)

February 16

12

(bring along the kids-they'll

have a ball)
• visiting old haunts,

singing, laughing, being entertained, eating

Mark your calendars. Alumni in Iowa, S. Dak... Minn., and Nebr. will receive

August 9-11

registration materials in the mail. If you live outside that area and want to learn more
about plans, please write or call to receive materials.

Mark your calendars and look tor materials in the mail.

-

Financial Aid

,

College costs

I

Don't panic before you
see the bottom line
Sally Jongsma

Mary
Beth Pollema
remembers that as a high school
student, she really wanted to go
to Dordt but thought it would be
much too expensive for a singleparent family.
"We had some friends in
Kanawa (Iowa) who went to
Dordt," she says. "I visited the

campus one weekend and was so
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atmosphere

remembers.

business

HI was so surprised," she says.
said Dordt was so ex-

pensive, but I ended up paying
about the same amount I would
have paid to go to UN!."
Mary's financial aid package
was made up of a Merit Scholarship, a Pell Grant, an Iowa Tuition grant, an Institutional Grantin-Aid, a Guaranteed Student
Loan, and work-study.
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Today as a senior married stu-

Joel Faber

packages plus Bob's army stipend.
"We have plenty to get by," she
says.
Although Mary will have loans
to pay back after she graduates,
she feels it is well worth it to go
to a Christian college. As an
education and Spanish major who
will be practice teaching next
semester. she appreciates the
Christian emphasis in all of her
courses. And she likes the family

impressed. It was the only place
I wanted to go."
Nevertheless, Mary assumed
she'd have to go the the University of Northem Iowa, since it was
close to home.
But before she graduated from
high school, her family moved to
Hull, Iowa. "I decided to apply at
Dordt and see what kind of financial aid I could get," she

"Everyone

Mary Pollema

on campus. "You get

to know so many people, and
everybody cares," she says.
Joel Faber, a senior from Lansing, Michigan, originally canoe
to Dordt for computer science.
was

more

impressed

with

"I
the

facilities here than at other places
I checked out;' he says. Since
then Joel has switched to business

education,

hoping

courses

to

teach

and coach in a

Christian high school.
"I never considered going to a
public university," he says. The
financial aid package he received

financial

aid

is to

incoming

students. "Look into it," he says.

"You will probably be surprised
by how much you'll get."
Like everyone else, part of
Joel's package is made up of
loans.

"Loans are worth it," he

says. "As a teacher I want to make
sure I have a Christian

perspec-

tive on the area Iwill be reaching.
A Christian perspective in all of
my courses

strengthens

me as a

Christian and as a future teacher.

Tami Smeenk, a sophomore
pre-med student from Sunnyside,
Washington, says she never really
thought of going anywhere but
Dordt for college. Both of her
parents graduated from Dordt and
it's something she always wanted
to do. Nevertheless, her financial
aid package made coming much
easier.

A

recipient

of

freshman,

acceptance

rate into

Tami

is guaranteed

$3500 in scholarship funds each
of her four years of college, as
long as she maintains her GPA.

brother and sister are no longer in

take out some loans to go to col-

college, he is still pleased with the

lege today," she says. But like
Joel, she is convinced it is worth
it. "It's a choice you have to make

As a caller for the admissions
office, Joel knows how important

high

medical schools.
"Find out what they can do for
you ," she says. Dordt looks at a
family's financial status as determined by the College Scholarship
Service and puts together a
package that will enable anyone to
go to college.
"My advice is to apply for
anything you can," says Tami.
Whether a Dordt scholarship or
one from outside of the college,
every little bit helps.
0

the

Loans {and work study make up

he receives.

very

Distinguished Scholar Award as a

was similar to that offered by
other colleges. Although his Pell
Grant has gone down since his

amount of assistance

says. "I feel Dordt is worth it. I'm
getting a very good education."
Tami is also encouraged by the
fact that Dordt students have a

the rest of her package.
"Almost everyone

will have to

if you want an education,"

she

Tami Smeenk

dent, her package has remained
much the same. She and her husband, Bob, both have financial aid

Scholarships

Two freshmen receive
Presidential Leadership Awards

Immediate Position Opening
for

a

Director of Development
eel
tin
exme

Interested persons are encouraged to apply for this key administrative position at Dordt College.

ced
een

The Director of Development directs the college's fund raising programs including the annual fund, capital fund raising campaigns,
and the deferred giving programs.
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Kim Kloosterman

Scott Mellema

Kim

Kloosterman and
Scott Mellema were the recipients
of this year's Presidential Grants
for Future Leaders. The awards
honor students who demonstrate
superior academic ability and
leadership potential.
Kim graduated from Unity
Christian High School in Orange
City, Iowa. She is interested in
business.
Scott
attended
Southwest Christian High School

Candidates should possess strong interpersonal and marketing
skills, have the ability to motivate and direct the work of others, and
be goal-oriented.
Review of candidates will begin immediately and continue until
the position is filled. Inquiries (including telephone calls) are welcome
and will be treated confidentially.
Letters of interest and resumes should be directed to Lyle A, Gritters, Vice President for College Advancement, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa 51250 phone 712-722-6020,

in Edgerton, Minnesota. His ma0
... w #:.
jor is mathematics.
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Alumni profile
case, the pollution is direct. The
rain
and
erosion
washes
everything into the streams and
people drink it-they do nothing
to purify it. So the picture is
worse than you have painted it.

Simon Toryem:

Working for God's kingdom in Nigeria
Simon and Comfort

Toryem spent four

years at Dordt. After graduating in
1986, they returned to Nigeria to share
the agricultural knowledge gained with
their fellow Nigerians. Pictured above

are their children Toryem, Sedoo,
Nguvaan, and Se'ember.

John and Mary Zinkand have lived near
the Toryems

the past four years while

John taught at the Institute for Christian Studies at Mkar. Mary did the
following

interview

with Simon.

Farming in Nigeria is so different from farming in northwest Iowa. How do you relate
what you studied at Dordt College to your activities here in
Nigeria?
Things seem quite different,
but some things are similar. For
example, you know that the
physiology of the crops is the
same and crops like soy beans and
maize or corn are grown both in
Iowa and Nigeria. We make the
best of what is the same and try
to adapt what we learned to suit
our situation here. The land is different; the soil is different. Iowa
soil is very rich in organic matter; here we have much erosion.
We have to battle to save the soil
and make it useful.

don't have any land lying fallow
now. I am sure you must have
heard that many people are
fighting over land. It is because
the kind of agriculture we are
practicing is very low production.
People have to use vast areas of
land to produce just a very little
quantity of food.

To what extent are you trying
to use mechanized methods in
farming?
The only aspect of my operation that is mechanized is land
preparation. I use tractors for
that. Tractors are bought by the
government and farmers hire
them for their use, either on a
daily basis or for a charge per
hectare. All other operations are
done manually. I use labor since
labor is relatively cheap. But to
make the work easier for the
laborers I design some tools for
their use, and I try to use the principles I learned.

Does the use of commercial fertilizers offset this more intensified land use?
I think the current use of fertilizers is unfortunate. My experience in Iowa showed me that
fertilizers couldn't just be used
without appropriate soil tests.
Here fertilizers are used indiscriminately.
More
than
seventy percent of the fertilizers
are imported from the United
States. so really, there is no way
you can relate them to the conditions of our soils. The level of
literacy also affects how fertilizers are used. The rural man
doesn't know how to measure the
quantities to use, so he uses either
too little or too much. This makes
the soil acidic. In the short run
they are gaining-the crop yields
are increasing with the use of fertilizers, but I think a harm is being done to the soil because of increasing acidity and other adverse
effects that we might not be aware
of right now. Maybe they will
show up in the near future.

I understand
that years ago
crops were rotated and the land
was allowed to rest seven years.
How has that changed? I don't
see much land that is resting.
That is true. Several years ago
agriculture
was mainly subsistence in this country. Every
family farmed for itself. Now
with increasing urbanization the
rural population has to grow food
to feed itself and the urban
population. That is why they

Does fertilizing contribute to
water pollution?
There are
many shallow wells for individual use. Is anyone testing for
chemicals in the water supply?
The facilities for testing are just
not there. But you can be sure that
there is pollution. The picture you
have suggested is better than the
actual situation. You talk about
shallow wells. If you go to the
rural areas, the farm people drink
out of ponds and streams. In that
. ".ffi ..
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It is now five years since you left
Dordt College. Could you give
us a brief summary of your
agricultural
activities in that
time?
Since I left Dordt College in
May of 1985 I have been involved
in fanning. I was only involved
in poultry and yam production
until about a year ago. Last year
I decided to add crop enterprise
to the farm, so I hired laborers,
got the land prepared, put in a
crop of corn and cassava. I didn't
do very well in this area, but it
is my first experience, and now
I am hoping to improve. I intend
to continue with this because I
think it is what I should be doing.
It really wasn't my own idea to
start the poultry farm here in
Nigeria. In my internship at
Dordt I worked at two farms,
Van's Poultry Farm in Sioux
Center and Wiersma's Poultry
Farm in Orange City.
One day I was working at
Wiersma Poultry Farm and the
manager, Wilbur Wiersma, asked
me about the possibility of starting a poultry farm in Nigeria. I
thought it was a good idea. I
knew what problems there would
be, but he encouraged me to start,
and gave me advice on how to
begin. I still receive advice from
him and a good part of the financing comes from him. He told me
that he had thought of being a
missionary, but he thought he
would not be a good one because
he couldn't talk well. So, the
farm was to be his own contribution to the development of the
church in Africa. I thought it was
a noble idea, and I have been trying to see to it that his dreams are
realized. The economy is very
shaky, but we are doing our best
and we hope in time things will
get better. I want to encourage
him that his ideal is still being
pursued, and with God's help, it
will be realized. I want to thank
him for his vision for Nigeria. He
loves Nigeria. He came here even
before I went to Dordt, so I was
an instrument in his interest in
Nigeria.
We used to have friends here
and there-Edgerton,
Hull-too
many of them to mention. We
want to let them know that we
have not forgotten them. We want
also to send our regards to Rich
Van Regenmorter, the man who
opened the door to his poultry
house for us to be trained. We
have never had an opportunity to
say thank you to him, and I think
this is a good opportunity.
What other things are you hoping to do in agriculture in the
next few years?
I didn't mention the fact that I
teach agriculture at the Institute
of Christian Studies (lCS) at
y.

Mkar. My plan is to continue
raising chickens and work on the
farm producing com, cassava,
and yams. I don't consider myself
trained to teach, but the institution is too young to get qualified
staff. I am there just holding the
fort for someone to come later.
As soon as there is a qualified
Christian ag teacher, I think I
want to quit the job. But the rest
of the things I will continue to do,
so long as God allows me.
Do you see possible ways that
Dordt could be of benefit to
Nigeriaus?
Yes, I wish there were opportunities for more Nigerians to go
to Dordt and study agriculture.
The Christian perspective on
agriculture is what I didn't come
into contact with until I went to
Dordt, So I think Dordt can help.
There is talk about exchanging
staff between ICS and five
American colleges. If that happens we' d certainly suggest that
Dordt would take part in the exchange program so that more
people here would be exposed to
the Christian perspective
on
agriculture.
Tell us about your family.
My family has increased.
When we left Dordt we were a
family of four. Now we are a
family of six. When we left we
had two children, Toryem and
Se' ember. Soon after we came
back in 1985 Nguvaan was added
to the family and now we have
Sedoo, who is just seven months
old. We are doing quite well, and
we thank God for the way he is
leading us on a day-to-day basis.
We would like to emphasize
love for the Covenant CRC community and the Sioux Center
community generally. We will
always think of Sioux Center as
our second home, but particularly
the Covenant church. We really
enjoyed that fellowship, and it is
still on our minds; and we hope
someday we will be able to see
people there face-to-face.
Your son Toryem has had some
developmental difficulties. Can
you tell us a bit about that
situation?
As you know, I think Toryem
has two disabilities. He has a
speech disability,
and he is
hyperactive. As far as getting
help for him, I think we have
tried, by all means, to succeed,
but it still looks like we have to
wait until such a time that God
opens a door for us. We had him
in a school in J os for one month
in 1988, and last year we tried to
get him into that school again, but
it didn't work, because we received the permission too late.
We have found someone who is
promising to work with him. Ifhe
gets the program underway, we
will have to let him work on it
awhile. Otherwise, if the program
doesn't
get underway
until
September, we are hoping to take
Continued on page 15
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Rick and Ria (Brouwer ,'78)
Lishman are living with their son Andrew in 51. Catharines, Ontario.
Mark and Auna (Myers, '79)
Keyzer live in Pantego,
North
Carolina, where Anna has been
teaching eight through twelve math
at Terra Ceia Christian School for
seven years. Mark operates Keyzer
Dairy Inc. They have two daughters,
Hillary, 4, and Andrea, 2.
Bob and Dorothy (Langbroek)
Birch ('80,'80) moved to Chilliwack,
B.c., with their six-year-old son Matthew. Bob is a Child Welfare
Resources Team Supervisor in Surrey. Dorothy is working on social
work assigrunents in the Upper Fraser
Valley.
Dennis and Aria (Vander Wlude)
\1m Zanten ('81,'81) live in Pella,
Iowa, with their children, Jody, Scott,
and lana. Dennis is employed at
Rolscreen Company as Manager of
Financial Accounting, and ArIa is a

rd

homemaker.

ed

Kevin Vande Streek ('81) of
Fulton, lllinois, was hired as Sioux
Falls College's new men's basketball
coach and instructor of health and
physical education.
John and Patricia (De Vries,'82)
Lammers live in Kitchener, Ontario.
John works for Automation Tooling
Systems, Inc. as a systems integrator.
Tricia is in the Registered Nursing
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Program at Cohestoga College. She

works part-time as a student nurse at
Freeport Hospital, and on campus
with student services. Tricia is work-

ing on pre-grad experience on general
medical and day surgery.
Duane and Cheryl (Hedman,'82)
Hettver live in Bloomington, Minnesota. where Cheryl is a social
worker with the National Medicare
Alzheimer's Demonstration Research

Project. She provides direct case
management services to families caring for Alzheimers' patients in the
community. Duane is a service providers representative fur Aetna Health

Insurance Company.
Victor
and

Melanie

(Schiebout,'82)
Rodriguez live in
Redlands, California. Melanie teaches
at Redlands Christian School. where
she has ninth grade home room and
teaches English and history.
Lee and Judy
(De Blaey)
TIemeyer ('83,'83) live in Holland,
Michigan. with their son Joel, and
daughter Megan. Lee is a team leader
at Prince Corporation in Holland and
Judy is a full-time mother and parttime bookkeeper for PM Express.
Graeme and Paula (Arnold) Dondale ('83,'81) live in Acton, Ontario,
with their daughter, Catherine. Paula
runs her own business selling envirornnenta11y friendly baby products.
She also runs a daycare in her home.

Graeme is an estimator/job coordinator for a construction company.
John and Gail (Johnson,'83)
Brandt live in Sioux City, Iowa, with
their son. John is a systems analyst
for the City/County Data Processing
Department. Gail is a legal secretary
at the United States Attorneys Office.
Wilbert and Margareth
(Van
Helden,'83) Lise live on a dairy farm
in Moorefield, Ontario. with their
daughter, Angela. Margareth teaches
fifth grade at Calvin Christian School
in Drayton.
Jeff and Dawn (Haak,ex'84)
Fournerat live in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, with their children, Marc and
Krista. Dawn works as a registered
nurse at Sioux Valley Hospital and
Jeff works for an appliance store.
Rev, Randy and Julie ('len Hoken)
KIynsma ('85,'85) live in Ripon,
California. with sons Anthony and
Gregory. Randy was ordained as
minister of the Orthodox Christian
Reformed Church of Ripon on 5111190.
Julie is a homemaker.
Norman and Marcia (Groenendyk) Visser ('85,ex'87) live in Colton, South Dakota, with their son
Derek. Norman is pastor of the Colton Christian Reformed Church and
Marcia is a homemaker and mother.
Dan and Karen
(Bleeker,'85)
Gronseth live in Phoenix. Arizona.
Karen teaches fifth grade at Phoenix
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Toryem continued from page 14
Toryem to Jos to enroll him in that
school again fur one month, when
they should have an opening for
him.
We used to be very downcast
about the whole situation, but last

year, as we continued

to pray.

Comfort and I, we came to a point
where we said, "OK, the life we

here as a missionary

who is a

music major, who will be able to
work with the youth and teach
them how to sing and how to read
the music, so that we will be able
to sing better, Until that time, we
are doing our best to make
joyful noise unto the Lord.

a

really

going

to be very

short.

Whether Toryem improves or not,
whatever we do. we should weigh

)f
:st
r.

against
life in eternity.
So if
Toryem doesn't talk here, if he remains hyperactive,
we know that

dt
Ie

things will be better in the next
world." So that is our hope now.
A:s we continue to find ways of

r-

1,

helping him, we are still keeping
the perspective
of eternity
in
mind. I think that comforts us

.a

quite a bit.
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members

about

your

church,

and I used to be
of the Gboko Central

way

aggravate
government

down

the
has
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relevant only when it is done in

try; and they buy things outside,
using American dollars, so they
do not feel the pinch of whal is

have a basket full of naira, but you
can only buy a few items and all

the naira are gone.
It reminds me of the situation
in 1967 during the Biafran War.
Money was so valueless that you
needed a basket full to buy a tin

to

of salt. I don't want to sound too
hopeless,
but I think the way

situation,

the

things are now, only God can in-

cheapened

the

tervene to save the situation.

and

then

naira so much. For example, in
when

I

was

going

to

America, for one naira the mission exchanged to me $1.70. Now
that has gone down to the extent
that $1.00 is exchanged for about
10 naira. The naira has no value

Church.
We then changed
to
Bristow
Church
because
the
English service at Gboko Central
was well established.
We are trying to impress upon the local
NKST church that worship is not

Ie

Yes, I agree.
The problem
really relates to the exchange rate
of the naira. The economy has

1982

a

Tell

In the four years that we have
been in Nigeria it seems to me
that the economic situation
for
ordinary
people
has become
more discouraging,

gone

their accounts outside the coun-

happening here. But the common
people have to use the naira to
meet all their needs. You may

are going to live on this earth is

•

now. That is the problem. People
who are well-placed,
in good
graces with the government, have

In the lasl bit of this interview,
I want to say something
about
John and Mary Zinkand, here in
Gboko. We really lack words to
express
the benefits
we have
derived from their being here. In

the TIv language.

Ie

to go from place to place to open

ns
ie

up an English service so that even

their

non-Tivs can come and worship
God in the denomination.

something that God has already
worked out. We want to say a big
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We also started

a choir,

which

limited because I am not a music

)f

major.

::J

that someday someone will come

I am an ag major.

I hope

moving

to Jos

is also

John Olthuis and Julia Kampman
('85), 10/5/90.
Mark Waivort ('86) and Mary
Jane Posthuma, 10/6/90.
David Rozeboom
and Carol
Spronk ('87), 7/6/90.
Alex Wendell and JacqueUne Smit
(ex'87), 8/12/90.
Michael Hickey and Jannette Bakker ('88), 8/W9O.
Dean Meines and Nancy Van
Surksum ('88), 6/30/90.
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thank
you fur the numerous
benefits they have brought in this
community,
particularly
among
the community of Christians. We

I conduct. The choir is doing very
well. We hope there will be more
improvement, but you know, I am

ts

John Lammers
and Patricia
DeVries ('S2), 7114/90.
Duane
Hettver and Cheryl
Hedman ('82), 10/13/90.
Victor Rodriguez and Melanie
Schiebout ('82), 8111/90.
. Wilbert Lise and Margareth Van
Heiden ('83), 12/23/89.
David Esselink and Barbara Bolt
('85), 7/21190.
Dan Gronseth and Karen Bleeker
('85), 7/28/90.
Brian Kurth and Kay Talsma ('85),
911/90.

life.

r.

ie

Marriages

they have been a blessing. Now
that they are going to leave this
community, we really feel it. So,
good-bye with tears. A:s Christians, we realize that nothing
happens that the Lord does not
know of, and so we know that

IS

Dan and Nancy (Goeman,'76) Vander Meer, Kristina Irene, 9119/90.
Jim and Lavoooe (Nannenga) Bolkemn, ('76,'80) Janelle Dawn, 10/5/90.
Rick and Ria (Brouwer,78) Lishman, Andrew Hendrick, 6/22/90.
Alvin and Renae (Jasper,'79) Venhuizen, Joel Thomas, 9/30/90.
John and Karen (\\!ohuisen,'79) Meinert, William Darby, 1127190, adopted 7116190.
Dan and Shnron (Wnbben,'80) Byker, Lucas Scott, 7/12/90.
Dennis and ArIa (\\lnder \\Ouden) \1m Zanlen ('SI,'SI), Jana Gale, 1l/3/9O.
Jim and Dolores (Swier) \\I!rkboven (ex'81,ex'81), Kaitiyn Renee, 617190.
Greg and Storla (KrosschelI) Geels ('83,'82), Lindsey Kay, 10116/90.
Andrew and Karen (Byerly) Gorter ('83,'83), Allison Joy, 8/31190.
Lee and Judy (De Blaey) TIemeyer ('83,'83), Joel David, 2/22/90.
John and Gail (JobDSOn,'83) Brandt, David John, 10111/90.
Kevin and Rachel (Sybesma,'83) Hansen, Erika Jeanette, 8/23/90.
Wilbert and Margareth (Van Helden,'S3) Lise, Angela Margareth, 10/21190.
Galen and Marlene (De Jong,'84) Van Maanen, Rebekah Joy, 8/9/90.
Jeff and Dawn (Hnak,ex'84) Foumerat, Krista Jill, 10/28/90.
Randy and Julie (Thn llaken) KIynsma ('S5,'S5), Anthony Edward, 9/2S/9O.
Norman and Marcia (Groenendyk) Visser ('S5,ex'87). Derek James, S123/9O.
Don and Jackie (Van Tol) Vander Zee ('86,'84), Crystal Rae, 5/27/90.
Dennis and Larelei (Van Engen,'87) Burgers, Danielle Lynn, 9116/90.
Henry and Jacque (Van Leeuwen,'87) van Maanen, Harrison Lee, 4/25/90.
John and Lynda (TaIsma,'9O) De Hoog, Jonathon Admiraal, 8/9/90.

are

but it is

tative for Valley Bank Inc. in
Madison, and Mary is a pre-school
teacher in Juneau.
David and Carol (Spronk,'87)
Rozeboom live in Hull, Iowa. Dave
is engaged in farming and Carol
teaches third grade at Hull Christian.
Elizabeth
Brouwer ('8S) completed the Officer Indoctrination
School at the Naval Education and
Training Center in Newport, Rhode
Island. She took the six-week course
to prepare
her as a newlycommissioned officer for duty in the
Naval staff field corresponding to her
civilian profession.
Dean
and
Nancy
(Van
Snrksum,'88) Meines live in Coral
Springs.
Florida.
where Nancy
teaches physical education in the
elementary school. Dean is employed
at Wycko Mica in Ft. Lauderdale.

Future Defenders

more ways than I can mention,

I want 10 say good-bye,

We are trying

Christian Grade School and Dan is a
park ranger at South Mountain Park
in Phoenix.
Kurt De Jong ('86), Phil Kooiker
('86), Jolene (Van Hove,'85) Meis,
John Obbink ('85), and Jeff Visser
('86) graduated from the University
of Iowa College of Medicine on May
4, 1990.
Phil and Bonnie (Vande Voort)
Kooiker ('86,'86) live in LaGrange
Park, Illinois. Phil is doing his five
year residency practice at Loyola
University in Chicago. He plans to
specialize in otolaryngology. Bonnie
is employed as an accountant for a
Carpel wholesale company.
Vicki Veldman ('86) works fur a
defense contractor in v.IIshington D.C.
as a software engineer.
Mark and Mary \\\llvort ('86) live
in Waupun. Wisconsin. Mark works
as a Senior Chargeback Represen-

Farming in Nigeria still depends beavi1y on traditional methods.

really appreciate
their presence
and want to say good-bye and God
bless you.
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Music
December 11
December 13
January 3-15
January 20
January 31

8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Band Concert
Kyung Suk Kim, piano
Concert Choir Tour
Concert Choir Tour Concert
Bret Dorhout: Senior Recital

2:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Art
January-February

Chapel Gallery

Tom Becker

Theater
December 15
February 8

8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

"Pinocchio,"
touring company
"Petticoat President," Lyceum Productions

Campus Activities
January
January
January
February
February

11
18
18
1
8

8:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Travelogue, "Portrait of the Philippines"
Campus Visit Day
Film, "Creature from the Black Lagoon"
Travelogue, "Scandinavian Medley"
Film, "Rain Man"

Sports
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
February
February
February
February
February

3-9
3
5
8
9
15
16
19
29
30
2
5
8
9
9

7:30
7:30
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:30
7:30
7:00
9:00
2:00
5:00

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Men's Basketball Tour/Seattle, Washington
MBB vs. Seattle Pacific University
MBB vs. Western Washington University
MBB vs. Northwestern College
MBB vs. St. Martin's College
MBB vs. Sioux Falls, home
WBB vs. Teikyo-Westmar, home
MBB vs. Briar Cliff, home
WBB vs. Northwestern, home
MBB vs. Mount Marty, home
MBB vs. Northwestern, home
WBB vs. Buena Vista, home
Hockey vs. SDSU, home
WBB vs. Mount Marty, home
Hockey vs. SDSU, home

Call 712-722-3771 for more information
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The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to you as alumni and friends of Christian
higher education. The Voice is published in October, December, February, April, and
June to share information about the programs, activities. and needs of the college.
Send address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, IA 51250.
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Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Teri Nikkel, student assistant
Angela Struyk, contributing writer
Jean Zondervan, contributing writer
Lyle Gritters, Vice President for
College Advancement
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